[Intrauniversitary selection: a good or a bad way to identify the best medical students?].
During their first two years at the medical faculty of the University of Lausanne, selection of medical students is based on their performance in tests in basic sciences. However, this carries the risk that scientifically talented students who perhaps do not necessarily possess the personal skills to make them a good doctor are given preferential admission to the clinical semesters. This study followed a student cohort (n = 115), which had passed the first part of their state examination at the end of the third year course. The examination included an oral examination in psychosocial medicine (PSM) that tested the student's skills with regard to patient-physician communication. The PSM grade is compared with the grade achieved in the written tests in physics and physiology taken at the end of the first year of study. The findings showed that the performance achieved in the basic science examination had no predicative value for the student's future performance in the PSM test. Moreover, it was found that the type of pre-graduate degree had no major influence on the student's progress in their preclinical years of medical school.